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	ATHENA Adult Scholarship


Guidelines and Instructions

The Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation announces the availability of the ATHENA Scholarship.  Established by the Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce to encourage increased leadership roles for women in our community, this scholarship is available to any female who lives, works or volunteers in Dutchess County, has been out of high school for at least 5 years, and is pursuing education at an accredited Mid-Hudson Valley College, University or trade school or through an accredited online educational program while maintaining residency in Dutchess County.  (Mid-Hudson is defined as Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Orange and Ulster counties.)  The minimum scholarship award is $1,000.  The scholarship is a one-time award, and is not renewable.

Candidates will be judged on:

· Academic performance and goals.

· Community involvement.

· Essay and Recommendations.

· Financial need.

Application Instructions:

· Type (strongly preferred) or print all requested information in the spaces provided.  Essays must be typewritten.  The Application file can be downloaded from either the Chamber’s Web site www.dcrcoc.org or the Community Foundation of Dutchess County’s Web site www.cfdcny.org.
· Applications must be clearly legible and submitted in English.
· All information must be supplied. If any information is incomplete, the application will not be reviewed.
· Submit complete application packets only.  (Recommendations and transcripts may be submitted separately but are due by the same deadline.)
· Do not send additional materials unless indicated.
· For questions or clarification of the scholarship procedure, please contact Audra Gerty by phone at 845-454-1700, ext. 1007, or via email at Audra@dcrcoc.org.
A completed application includes:
· A completed application form.

· Essay (not to exceed 500 words) discussing how a specific woman (other than a relative) has influenced your life.

· Most recent high school or college transcript.

· Two current letters of recommendation from people other than family members who are familiar with your educational goals, skills and abilities.  

Application Deadline:  Applications must be POSTMARKED BY October 1, 2010.
Please mail completed application packets to:
	ATHENA Adult Scholarship Application Form


Personal Information

	Last Name:
	
	First Name:
	
	M.I.
	


	Address:
	


	City:
	
	State:
	
	Zip Code:
	


	Telephone:
	
	Email:
	


	Date of Birth:
	


	High School or GED:
	
	Cumulative GPA
	


	College (if applicable):
	
	Cumulative GPA
	


Educational Plans

	Schools to which you have applied or been accepted:
	


	I will be enrolled:
	( full time
	( half-time or more
	( less than half-time


	I will live:
	( on campus
	( off campus
	( at home


	Intended field of study:
	


Additional Background 
Work Experience – (You may enclose a current resume in addition to filling out the chart)

	Company/Position Held
	From (mo/yr)
	To (mo/yr.)
	Hours Worked

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Community Service – (You may attach a separate sheet in addition to filling out the chart if necessary)

List all community volunteer service you have performed.  Include all special awards and honors.

	Type of Activity/Organization
	From (mo/yr)
	To (mo/yr)
	Awards/Honors

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Financial Data


Please complete this form from most recent IRS Tax Return data.  Tax Return Year: __________ 

	
	Self
	
	Other* ___________

	Adjusted Gross Income (from the most recent tax return)
	$
	
	$

	Taxable Income (from the most recent tax return)
	$
	
	$


* = person responsible or willing to assist with your educational finances

Describe any special personal, financial or family circumstances that you would like the Committee to take into consideration in reviewing your application.

	


	Certification


I certify that the information on this form is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the financial information will be considered confidential, for review by the Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation only.  

Applicant Signature   ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________
Date_____________________

All applications must be postmarked by October 15, 2010
Please mail completed application packets to:
Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce Foundation

ATHENA Scholarship

One Civic Center Plaza, Suite 400

Poughkeepsie, NY  12601
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